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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Introduction 

With July 1 st quickly approaching, it is important for us to discuss the Islamic view on participating 
in the Canada Day activities that will take place on that day. 

In order to discuss this matter, it is imperative to clarify what Canada Day is. This is based upon 
the well-known rule amongst the Fuqaha' (Jurists): “Al-Hukmu 'Alash-Shay' Far'un 'An 
Tasawwurihi (Ruling upon something is based upon understanding its reality)." 1 

This is also referred to as and/or tied to: “TahqTq Manat al-Hukm (Verification of the Focus of the 
Ruling)." 2 

What this means is that if someone misunderstands the issue they are ruling on, they cannot be 
expected to issue a correct ruling on it. 

• So, what is Canada Day? 

The Department of Canadian Heritage 3 explains Canada Day as follows: 

"On June 20, 1868, a proclamation signed by the Governor General, Lord Monck, called upon all 
Her Majesty's loving subjects throughout Canada to join in the celebration of the anniversary of 
the formation of the union of the British North America provinces in a federation underthe name 
of Canada on July 1 st . 

The July 1 holiday was established by statute in 1879, under the name Dominion Day. 

There is no record of organized ceremonies after this first anniversary, except for the 50 th 
anniversary of Confederation in 1917, at which time the new Centre Block of the Parliament 
Buildings, under construction, was dedicated as a memorial to the Fathers of Confederation and 
to the valour of Canadians fighting in the First World War in Europe. 

The next celebration was held in 1927 to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation. It was 
highlighted by the laying of the cornerstone by the Governor General of the Confederation 
Building on Wellington Street and the inauguration of the Carillon in the Peace Tower." 


1 Refer to "Talbis IbITs" by Ibn al-JawzT, pg. 295, "HaqJqat al-Qawlayn FTTawjTh TakhrJj al-lmam ash-Shafi'TLi-Ba'd al- 
Masa'ili 'Ala Qawlayn" by AI-GazalT, pg. 64-65 and elsewhere 

2 Refer to "Al-Muwafaqat” by Ash-ShatibT, 4/95, "Minhaj as-Sunnah an-Nabawiyyah FT Naqd Kalam asb-ShTah al- 
Qadariyyah" by Ibn Taymiyyah, 2/287 and elsewhere 

3 http://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/ceem-cced/jfa-ha/canada-eng.cfm 
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It then states: "On October 27, 1982, July 1 st which was known as "Dominion Day" became 
"Canada Day"." 

Other important issues regarding Canada day is that the act it is commemorating is called the 
British North America Act, and is often referred to as the Constitution Act of 1867. 4 This was the 
act that essentially formed Canada, as well as gave the Queen and the rest of the legislative 
assemblies the right to legislate on matters of criminal law, marriage and divorce, banking and 
interest, and licensing of taverns and saloons. 

This act also obligated an oath of allegiance to the sitting monarch of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain with the following phrase: "I do swear. That I will be faithful and beartrue Allegiance 
to Her Majesty Queen Victoria." 

Based on the preceding, we can see that Canada Day is a recurring yearly celebration in 
commemoration of the independence and/or establishment of a federation/union of provinces. 
These were made up of disbelievers under a constitution that was not based upon the Islamic 
SharT'ah. This celebration was also established by request of the governor general addressed to 
"...all Her Majesty's loving subjects..." 

Also, Canada Day needs to be discussed from a number of aspects; some relating to celebrations 
in general, and others related to Canada day in particular. I will begin with the matters related to 
Canada day in particular. 

• Canada Day in Particular 

As mentioned above, Canada day is a commemoration of the passing of the British North America 
Act. The British North America Act gave the right of legislation to human beings, legalized the 
forbidding and permitting of that which Allah did not approve of, and obligated a pledge of 
allegiance to a non-Muslim monarch. 

Allah, Juj, stated: 


b H jk f jih M oi|i H\ y\ Jj % ji^Ji 


The judgement is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him, that 
is the (true) straight religion, but most men know not . 5 


And He stated: 






r 


4 http://www.canlii.org/en/ca/const/constl867.html 

5 Surat Yusuf, 40 
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And He makes none to share in His Decision and His Rule . 6 


And according to the recitation of Imam 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amir al-Yuhsabi ash-Shami 7 (from 
amongst the seven types of recitation): 

^ £ 0 ^ o 0 > 

^ jJi J 

And do not associate anyone as a partner in His Decision and His Rule . 8 


So Allah, Jui, forbid the associating of anyone else with Him in His Rule just as He forbid the 
association of anyone with Him in His worship, as He said: 

And let him associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord . 9 

So, we see that, in reality, when someone celebrates Canada day, they are actually 
commemorating a day on which the right to legislate was given to other than Allah. 

Also, they are commemorating allegiance being given to other than Allah, His Messenger and the 
Believers, despite the fact that Allah, Jui, stated: 


il) * j&j olSjpl ijjJjjj <s"!>C^2Jl 


JJI 


° * S 

\j^> 


y_jj\ j 4]4JJ1 ^Jd) j uji 


Verily, your Wall (ally) is none but Allah, His Messenger, and the believers, - those who perform 
As-Salat, and give Az-Zakat, and they bow down (in prayer ). 10 


These matters should be sufficient enough for a Muslim to want to abstain from anything related 
to this day. 

• Issues Related to non-lslamic 'Ids in General 


■ The first issue concerning non-lslamic 'Ids in general: 

Celebrations are matters which are legislated as an act of worship, not a matter of worldly 
customs. This is evident in the Hadith of 'A'ishah, ^ 3 , in which the Prophet, * 1-3 <0- Jb>, 
said about the Day of Fitr or Al-Adha\ 


6 Surat al-Kahf, 26 

7 Refer to "Adwa' al-Bayan FiTdah al-Qur'ani Bil-Qur'an" by Muhammad al-Amln ash-ShinqTtT, 4/107 

8 Surat al-Kahf, 26 

9 Surat al-Kahf, 110 

10 Surat al-Ma'idah, 55 
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".pdi il dip Sij ijlp ^ js j& Si" 

"Verily, every people has its celebration and verily our celebration is this day." 11 

Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H.) stated in his explanation of this HadTth: "This is evidence in a number 
of ways: One of them is that his, jilj Ip 1 Jb>,'s statement: "Verily, every people has its 
celebration and verily this is our celebration." Indeed this necessitates each people being unique 
in their specific 'Id. As He, iSts 4 i., said: 




And for every nation there is a direction to which they face (in their prayers ). 12 


And He, Jus, said: 




"To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way" 13 


This necessitates each people being unique in their specific direction to face as well as their 
prescribed law. So, if the Jews have an 'Id and the Christians have an 'Id which is specific to them, 
we do not share it with them just as we do not share their direction of facing in prayer nor their 
prescribed law. And based upon this as well, we would not allow them to share our 'Id with us." 

14 


Also, it has come on the authority of Anas Ibn Malik, ilp 1 ^ 3 , who said: The Messenger of Allah, 
,l>j Ip 1 Jb>, said: 


1^3 jjld jtUj jt-H :<JUi3 .aHIIJI ^ 3 ij_H jLojj ojll lull 

" ■ ^3*ll jlatfll I j-s>- lg-> jt-Sdll (Jlj _}■P 4jl)l l)I 


"/ came to Al-Madmah and the People of Al-Madmah had two days during which they would 
play." Then he said: "/ come to you and you had two days in which you would play, and indeed, 
Allah, Jf J je>, has given you instead of them two days that are better than them: the Day of al- 


Fitr and the Day of An-Nahr." 15 


11 Collected by Ishaq Ibn Rahwayh (#779), Ahmad (#25,189), AI-BukharT (#952), Muslim (#2,016), Ibn Majah (#1,898), 
An-Nasa'T (#1,808) and Abu Ya'la (#50) 

12 Surat al-Baqarah, 148 

13 Surat al-Ma'idah, 48 

14 "Iqtida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim Mukhalafati Ahl al-Jahim” by Ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 227. 

15 Collected by Ahmad, (13,657), 'Abd Ibn Humayd (#1,393), Abu Dawud (#1,134), An-Nasa'T (#1767) and Abu Ya'la 
(#3820). It was declared “SahTh” by An-NawawT in "Khulasat al-Ahkam FT Muhimmat as-Sunani Wa Qawa'id al- 
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Ibn Taymiyyah, <&' stated in his explanation of this HadTth : "The way this is used as evidence 
is that the two days in Jahilyyah were not upheld by the Prophet, d* iul Jb>, nor did he leave 

them to play during them as they customarily did. Instead he said: 'He has given you two different 
days in their place.' And something replacing something else necessitates abandoning what has 
been replaced. This is because it is not possible for the replacement and the replaced to be joined 
together at once." 16 

Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyyah, <&' also said: "Celebrations are part of the Sharfah, the clear 
way and the ritual acts of worship about which Allah, said: 


0 * * 


"To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way" 17 


And He said: 


0 




"For every nation We have ordained religious ceremonies which they must follow" 18 


...like the Qiblah, Salat and fasting. So there is no difference between their participation in the 
celebrations and their participation in all other rituals. So conforming in full with a celebration is 
conforming to kufr, and conforming to some of its branches is conforming in with some of the 
branches of kufr. 


Indeed, celebrations are one of the most unique features that distinguish various legislations and 
among their most prominent symbols, so conforming to them is conforming to the most 
characteristic legislations of kufr and most prominent of its symbols. And there is no doubt that 
conforming to this may lead to complete kufr. 


As for its most basic ruling, then at the very least, it is a disobedience. This was indicated by the 
Prophet, ffs. &\ JU>, when he said: Verily, every people has its celebration and verily this is our 
celebration.' 19 And this is worse than participating with them in wearing the Zinar 20 and its likes 


Islam", 2/819, Ibn Hajar al-'AsqalanT in "Bulug al-Maram Min Adillat al-Ahkam", (#138) and elsewhere, and As- 
San'anT in "Al-'Uddah", 2/540. Ibn Taymiyyah also declared it authentic according to the conditions of Muslim in 
"Iqtidd' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim Mukhalafati Ahl al-Jahim" by Ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 219. 

16 "Iqtidd' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim Mukhalafati Ahl al-JahJm" by Ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 219. 

17 Surat al-Ma'idah, 48 

18 Surat al-Hajj, 67 

19 Collected by Ishaq Ibn Rahwayh (#779), Ahmad (#25,189), AI-BukharT (#952), Muslim (#2,016), Ibn Majah (#1,898), 
An-Nasa'T (#1,808) and Abu Ya'la (#50) 

20 This was a type of clothing that was specified as only to be worn by Ahl ath-Thimmah 
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from their symbols, as those are manmade symbols which are not from the religion, rather the 
purpose behind them is simply to distinguish between the Muslim and the kafir. As for the 
celebrations and (religious) rituals, this is part of the religion which is cursed along with its 
followers, so joining in with it is joining in with something that is a cause of incurring the wrath 
and punishment of Allah." 21 

So we see that the same address was used for 'Ids as was used for the Qiblah of the Muslims. 


And in his treatise regarding celebrating national days/holidays. Imam Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim 
Al ash-Shaykh (d. 1389 H.), 4>1 ^, stated: "Verily, specifying a day from the days of the year with 
a particular practice as opposed to the other days (of the year); through that, that day becomes 
an 'Id. On top of the fact that it is a Bid'ah in and of itself, forbidden and (a form of) legislation 
which Allah did not grant permission. And reality is the most truthful of witnesses, and the 
testimony of the Pure Shar'a is above that and more truthful. This is because an 'Id is a noun for 
something that the arrival of which returns and repeats. This is the case whether it is something 
that returns yearly, monthly or weekly, as was stated by Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyyah.' 

"And since people have fondness for celebrations - the likes of which is not hidden - there is no 
group of people except that they have an 'Id or 'Ids in which they openly show their happiness, 
joy and (meet) their personal needs through religious legislation and natural behaviours such as 
worship and the like. And due to this, when Abu Bakr as-Siddlq, *1* ^ 3 , rebuked, in front of the 

Messenger of Allah, Jb>, the two young girls for singing on the Day of the 'Id, the 

Messenger of Allah, di- Jb>, said: "Leave them 0 Abu Bakr, for verily every people has its 
celebration, and this is our 'Id; the People of Islam." 22 

So we see that 'Ids are at the same level of the Qiblah, in that we cannot add, subtract or change 
anything regarding them within our religion. 

■ The Second Issue Concerning Non-lslamic 'Ids 

It is a clear form of imitating non-Muslims in their actions that they themselves are known for. 
Allah Stated: 


> 




jJU U txs- Ijjl5 jJ Ijjl5 j\ IjJlij lj ^ Ij^l ^iJl 1&>I Ij 


j*. ygJ L»J 41) I J 


0 ^ 

HJ wj 




O you who have believed, do not be like those who disbelieved and said about their brothers 
when they traveled through the land or went out to fight, "If they had been with us, they would 


21 “Iqtida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqim Mukhalafati Ahl al-Jahim" by Ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 241 

22 "Hukm al-lhtifal Bil-'Jd al-WatanT’ by Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim Al ash-Shaykh, pg. 1 
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not have died or have been killed," so Allah makes that (misconception) a regret within their 
hearts. And it is Allah who gives life and causes death, and Allah is Seeing of what you do. 

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah, Jb>, said: 


,J jUaJl) 'y j S ^ ^ . IIj I “ )l 1^ 

"Change the gray hair, and do not resemble the Jews." 23 

And he narrated that the Messenger of Allah, Jb>, said: 

j^mJI IjjjJUAj \jjjplj Jj \jjJl 

Tr/m closely the moustache and grow beard; and thus contradict the Zoroastrians." 24 
And he also narrated that the Messenger of Allah, ,*Lj Z& Jb>, said: 




"Indeed, the Jews and the Christians do not dye (their hair), so contradict them ." 25 


It has also come from 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr: 


*y jtiscii uC itju jj ‘uip (_gl j 4ju! 4J0 1 (JJ~"J jl 

That the Messenger of Allah, ,»Lj 4U* J-?, saw me wearing two clothes dyed in saffron so he 

said: "These are the clothes of the disbelievers, so do not wear them." 26 


'Abdullah Ibn 'Umar Ibn al-Khattab, ^3, narrated that the Messenger of Allah, £& J b> 

said: 


ft o>° s 9 -f oC s'* 0 s ' l» 

•(*4^ ^4* 

"And whoever imitates a people, then he is from them ." 27 


23 Collected by Ahmad (#8,657), At-TirmithT (1,752) and Abu Ya'la (#5,977), and At-TirmithTdeclared it " Hasan SahJh". 

24 Collected by Ahmad (#8764) and Muslim (#524) 

25 Collected by AI-HumaydT (#1,139), Ibn AbT Shaybah (#25,501), Ahmad (#7,272), AI-BukharT (#5,899), Muslim 
(#5,561), Ibn Majah (#3,621), Abu Dawud (#4,203), An-Nasa'T (#9,290) and Abu Ya'la (#5,957) 

26 Collected by At-JayalisT (#2,392), Ibn AbT Shaybah (#25,223), Ahmad (#6,513), Muslim (#5,485) and An-Nasa'T 
(#9,569) 

27 Collected by Ibn AbT Shaybah (#19,747), Ahmad in (#5,114), 'Abd Ibn Humayd (#848) and Abu Dawud (#4,031). It 
was declared "SahJh" by Ibn Hibban as mentioned in "Bulug al-Maram", (#437), Ath-ThahabT in "Siyar A'lam an- 
Nubala'" 15/509, AI-'lraqT in his TakhrJj of "Ihya' 'Ulum ad-DJn", 1/359, AI-BahutT in "Kasfaf al-Qina' 'An Matn al- 
Iqna'", 1/286 and others. It was also declared "Jayyid" by IbnTaymiyyah in "Majmu' al-Fatawa" , 25/331 and "Hasan" 
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And 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr Ibn al-'As, ^3, said: 


".‘uCjJl iluls 'jAj Oji-> JJp- XjUj £^23 p^-lp'yi 


"Whoever lives in the land of the non-Arabs, participates in their Nayruz (Persian New Year) and 
their Mahrajan (Vernal equinox), and imitates them until he dies while in that state, he will be 
resurrected with them on the Day of Resurrection." 28 


So here it is clear that imitating the disbelievers in aspects that are specific to them makes one 
deserving of being with them; in the worldly life, the Hereafter, or both, depending on what they 
have imitated. 


And there are many Texts in the Sharfoh which prove that being different from disbelievers is a 
general rule in the SharT'ah. 

■ The Third Issue Concerning Non-lslamic 'Ids 

Allah, Jus, stated: 


Jl O'* > ^ Vt'? 0 ' ** 


"And those who do not witness falsehood, and if they pass by some evil play or evil talk, they 
pass it by with dignity" 29 


It has been narrated from 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas, Mujahid, Abul-'Aliyah, fawus, Muhammad Ibn 
STrTn, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-RabT' Ibn Anas and others that what is meant by the falsehood in this Verse 
is the 'Ids of the mushrikin . 30 


This was also used as evidence by Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal for the prohibition of participating in 
the 'Ids of the Christians and the Jews. 31 


And this understanding is clearly seen in the narration from Sa'Td Ibn Salamah who heard his 
father who heard from 'Umar Ibn al-Khattab, *£■ ^> 3 , that he said: 


by Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalam in "Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT', 10/282 and As-Suyuti in "Al-Jami' as-Sagir”, 
(#8,593). 

28 Collected by AI-BayhaqT in "As-Sunan al-Kubra", (#18,642). Some, such as Shaykh 'Adul-'AzTz Ibn Marzuq at-Tariff, 
weakened it due to the narrator from 'Abdullah Ibn 'Amr, who is Abul-MugTrah, being Majhul (Unknown). However, 
it was declared "Sahih" by Ibn Taymiyyah in "Iqtida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqlm Mukhalafati Ahl al-Jahlm", pg. 233 as well 
as Ibn al-Qayyim in "Ahkam Ahl ath-Thimmah", 3/1248. 

29 Surat al-Furqan, 72 

30 Look to "Tafslr al-Qur'an al-'Athlm" by Ibn KathTr 10/331, "Al-Jami' Li-Ahkam al-Qur'an" by AI-QurtubT 13/78, 
"Ma'alim at-TanzlI" by AI-BagawT, 1/98 and elsewhere 

31 "Iqtida' as-Sirat al-Mustaqlm Mukhalafati Ahl al-Jahlm" by Ibn Taymiyyah, pg. 234-235 
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^ <1)1 ^IJLpI I" 

"Avoid the enemies of Allah during their 'Id." 32 

• Misconceptions Regarding This Issue 


Despite the preceding, many people within our community take part in Canada Day activities, 
and they do so based upon a number of arguments, assumptions and beliefs. Below I will discuss 
the most prominent ones. 


■ We are not saying that Canada Day is an Islamic holiday or that we are participating in 
it with the intention of worship so this ruling does not apply. 

From Muhammad Ibn Sirin who said: 


Ili m :(Jls . I lj M :IjJli M ?o <j<ip <ibi 

jof;: OoLOl J jis". 

"'All, <0- iil ^ 3 , was brought a gift for Nayruz, so he asked: "What is this?" They said: "0 Amir al- 


Mu'minm, this is the day of Nayruz." He said: "Then make everyday a Fayruz." Abu Usamah (the 
narrator three below Muhammad Ibn Sirin) said: "He hated to (even) say (the word) Nayruz." - 
meaning he said “Fayruz" instead of “Nayruz". The explanation of this narration continues: "And 
in this there is the likes of disapproval of specifying a day for that, which the Shar'a did not 
specify." 33 


So here we see that the mere performance of something on a specific day because it is that day 
makes it disapproved of. This is a clear refutation of those who may claim: "We aren't celebrating 
when we have specific activities on Canada Day, we are only doing activities, so it is fine." 


Ibn Taymiyyah also stated: "It is not allowed for the Muslims to emulate them in anything that is 
uniquely a part of their 'Ids; not in food, nor in clothing, bathing, lighting fires, abstaining from a 
usual routine, performing acts of worship or other than that. And it is not allowed to give a feast 
or to give gifts, nor to sell anything that will help them to do that for that reason, nor to allow 
children and their likes to play games that are part of the 'Ids, nor to adorn one's self.' 


32 Collected by Al-Bayahqi in "As-Sunan al-Kubra", (#18,641). I asked the Muhaddith, Shaykh 'Abdul-'Aziz Ibn Marzuq 
at-Jarifi, 4il about the authenticity of this narration and he stated that it is "SahJh." 

33 Collected by AI-BayhaqT in "As-Sunan al-Kubra", (#18,644). I asked the Muhaddith, Shaykh 'Abdul-'Aziz Ibn Marzuq 
at-JarTfi, 4il about this narration and he weakened it, as the chain of narration has a break in it. However its 

meaning is correct and has been used by scholars since the early generations as a supporting evidence for the rules 
mentioned above. 
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"And in general, it is not for them (i.e. the Muslims) to specifically perform any of their rituals 
during their Ids; rather the day of their 'Id should be like any other day for the Muslims. The 
Muslims should not do anything specific on it that is from their characteristics." 34 

And as mentioned earlier, Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim Al ash-Shaykh stated: "Verily, 
specifying a day from the days of the year with a particular practice as opposed to the other days 
(of the year); through that, that day becomes an 'Id." 35 

■ "Love for one's nation is from Iman.” 

This is a statement that people use to prove that one must love their country, support it, etc. This 
is mentioned by people in the form of a HadTth, however this is not the case. 

The reality is that this is not even a HadTth but rather it is a lie against the Prophet, pLj Jb>. 
As-SaganT al-Hanafi (d. 650 H.) stated that this is a Mawdu' (fabricated) HadTth. 36 Also, As- 
SakhawT (d. 902 H.) 37 and As-SuyutT (d. 911 H.) 38 also mentioned that they had never come 
across it as an actual HadTth. 

However, even if one were to, for the sake of argument, say that his was a HadTth: In this case 
we would say that love for one's nation would need to be restricted by the other Islamic 
principles such as not creating division between Muslims, not creating love for people of the 
same nation regardless of whether or not they were Muslims or kuffar, etc. 

And again, I remind you that this is not even a HadTth, let alone a weak one. 

■ The intention is for Da'wah not to celebrate in and of itself 

Here we need to understand that sins do not stop being sinful due to the intention of the one 
who commits them. Abu Hamid al-GazalT, said, "The sins; they do not change their nature 

by the intention. So the ignorant one must understand that from the generality of his saying, 


olf-JU jUptf’l UJI 

"Actions are only according to intentions" 

then thinks that a sin can be turned into an obedience by (a good) intention, such as the person 
who backbites a man to please the heart of someone else, feeds a needy person with someone 


34 “Majmu' Fatawa by Ibn Taymiyyah" , 25/175 

35 "Hukm al-'Td al-Watanf by Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim Al ash-Shaykh, pg. 1 

36 "Al-Mawdu'at" by As-SaganT, pg. 53 

37 "Al-Maqasid al-Hasanah FT Bayan KathTr Min al-AhadTth al-Mushtaharah 'Alal-Alsun” by As-SakhawT, 218 

38 "Ad-Durar al-Muntatharah Fil-AhadTth al-Mushtaharah" by As-SuyutT, 65 
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else's money or builds a school, a Masjid or a military camp with unlawful money, while his 
intention is to do good. This is all ignorance, and the intention has no effect in ruling out its being 
a transgression, a wrongdoing and a sin. In fact, his intending to do good by an evil means - which 
opposes the requirement of the SharT'ah - is another evil. So if he is aware of this (evil means), 
then he is stubborn in regards to the SharJ'ah. But if he ignores it, then he is sinful for being 
ignorant, because seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim. In addition, since good 
things can only be known as such by the SharT'ah, how can an evil be good, then? That is very 
unlikely. As a matter of fact, the things which cause this in the heart are the hidden pleasure and 
the inner desire..." 

Then he went on to say, "What is implied is that whoever ignorantly intends to do good by means 
of a sin, he will not be excused, unless he is new in Islam and does not have the time wherein he 
can acquire the knowledge, and Allah, Jui, indeed said: 

b ji Jit ijJbu 

So ask of those who know the Scripture if you know not." 39 

And he (i.e. AI-GazalT) further said - "Therefore his, *Lj dt. Jb>,'s saying: 'Actions are based on 
intentions' is restricted, as far as the three categories are concerned, to acts of obedience and 
permitted matters (i.e. Mubahat), but not to sins. This is because an obedience can be turned 
into a sin by the (the wrong) intention. Also, the permitted action (i.e. Mubah) can be turned into 
a sin or an obedience by the intention. In contrast, a sin can never be turned into an (act of) 
obedience by the (good) intention. Yes, the intention could have an interference in it (i.e. the 
sin); and that is when (other) evil intentions are added to it, and which would increase its burden 
and its great evil result - as we have mentioned in the Book of Repentance." 40 

■ We are all Canadian, so this is our holiday too 

Islam has come with descriptors, characteristics and categories upon which rulings are based. 
From these rulings are connections of allegiance, love and shared rituals. 

Allah, Jui, divided the people of the Earth into two categories and based His Rulings on these 
categories. These are the main categories that we take into account, and other categories are 
either irrelevant (such as nationality) or less important and subject to Islamic rulings pertaining 
to them (familial ties). 

Allah, Jui, said: 


T? > o'" O " 0 * " ' , ^ > 

j14 4)1 J (ddj ^Sd^S 


39 Surat an-Nahl, 43 

40 "Ihya' 'Ulum ad-Dm” by AI-GazalT, 4/388-391 
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He it is the One Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers and some of you are 
believers. And Allah is All-Seer of what you do. 41 

And He said: 


1 jj\S l*j Sljj iJl cj lL>- oUJUJl IIjjjJJl Lsl jl5 jl5 

^ili jdJi i Jji Jjj ijlpf l^Lo i jf ijSijf ids' jilii jUijUi i jjLi ^ili dj o jisJj 

l) 4j 


Is then he who is a believer like him who is Fasiq (disobedient to Allah)? Not equal are they. As 
for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them are Gardens as an entertainment, 
for what they used to do. And as for those who are Fasiqun (disobedient to Allah), their abode 
will be the Fire, every time they wish to get away there from, they will be put back thereto, 
and it will be said to them: "Taste you the torment of the Fire which you used to deny." 42 


And He said: 


U 


-~LSi ol>Jwi!l III yj -ills' jt -gXxj>zj ijl olCJLil 




Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall hold them equal with those who believe 
and do righteous good deeds, in their present life and after their death? Worst is the judgement 
that they make. 43 


♦> What are ties really based upon in the Dunya ? 

As mentioned earlier, there is a claim that being Canadian and/or living in Canada is a tie upon 
which some rulings in Islam are based upon. However, as is evident from the following evidences, 
Islam has already clarified the ties upon which rulings are based. 

Allah, JuS, stated: 


l )y 41)1 IjJallj ,I o 0lii) 


The believers are nothing else than brothers. So make reconciliation between your brothers, 
and fear Allah, that you may receive mercy. 44 


41 Surat At-Tagabun, 2 

42 Surat as-Sajdah, 18-20 

43 Surat al-Jathiyah, 21 

44 Surat al-Hujurat, 10 
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And He said: 


J >• 


Ij jiS 4)1 jjS J*.-Sslo 4 jj Ul jjiJ IjJU SI 4<_o ^jJlj <UA~>- 5J^ol jt-Svi oils' Ji 

, > o> ^ s * "* ■' 0 s 0 s*s''s°9. '^-''o s ''''<> ' ' 

o jS-j 4jL IIaSI f-UiiJlj ojljjtil jt^ooj lol> IJjj 


Indeed there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim and those with him, when they 
said to their people: "Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allah, we 
have rejected you, and there has become apparent between us and you, enmity and hatred 
forever, until you believe in Allah Alone." 45 


So Ibrahim and those with him disavowed themselves from their peoples until they believed in 
Allah alone (i.e. entered into Islam). 


And He said: 


^ jit! oll^/l Jwv2ji >j (jjA-Ji jt-Sol y>- U olSjJl Ijiij etA^.n IIjjli jU 


But if they repent, perform As-Salat and give Az-Zakat, then they are your brethren in religion. 
And We explain the Ayat in detail for a people who know. 46 


So, Allah, Jui, made the tie between us and them contingent upon repentance, performing As- 
Salat and giving Az-Zakat. 


And He said: 


tljjJli 4 JpI zS SI jt.SU p 4JJI Ij jSSIj Ij l_*~<>^- 4JJI Ij^wz^pIj 

Cji^i 


And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, and be not divided among yourselves, 
and remember Allah's Favour on you, for you were enemies one to another but He joined your 
hearts together, so that, by His Grace, you became brethren. 47 


♦> The issue of Nationalism and National ties 


Allah, JuS, said: 


jt-Jp 4)I jl j^lSJl 4)1 J4 p jl I jij\ jc] JjlSij CjvS'LUcp-j (_j^lj jSS jvS'LJil?-- ^ubJl 


45 Surat al-Mumtahinah, 4. 

46 Surat at-Tawbah, 11 

47 Surat Ali 'Imran, 103 
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O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you into nations and 
tribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that 
(believer) who has the most Taqwa (piety). Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. 48 

So He explained to us the only relevance nationality and tribe affiliation really has. 

Yet, after discussing the numerous Prophets and numerous Muslim nations of the past. He, Jui, 
stated: 




ulj oAp-lj iol 0 -X& j) 


Truly! This, your Ummah is one religion, and I am your Lord, therefore worship Me. 49 


So despite being in different areas of the world, from different raises at different times, Allah, 
Jui, affirmed that we are the same nation. 


And on the authority of Jabir Ibn 'Abdillah, ili- &\ ^ 3 , who said: 


II ^ ^ op y y y ^ op ^ p y. ^ y y *9" y ^ ^ ^ ^ ** y o'* y ^ 1' *** y ^ 

\j (JlHi jUkj'yi oIjp <CXe- 4#! 

:ljJUi 4^ip 4]ul !(Jli .^L^oJJ 11 JUj .jL^?.) 

Jlii "L JUj 11 jUki'il Jlii jUkj'il ^ “Ap-J jj* J-=t- 


j 



4 y ^ y, 0 > || & ( & -j 

IglU LajpS aILaUJ! Jll U :lJLlj 4 JLp 4 j)l ^ 1)1 


"We were out in battle with the Prophet, 'AAj aIU 5iil when a man from the Muhajirm hit a 

man from the Ansar, so the Ansar! said: "0 Ansar\" and the Muhajirl said: "0 Muhajirml" So the 
Messenger of Allah, d-j d* Jd>, heard that and said: "What is with the call of Jahiliyyah?" They 
said: "0 Messenger of Allah! A man from the Muhajirm hit a man from the Ansar." He said: 
"Abandon it, as it is putrid." 50 


So here, even though these labels the Sahabah used are actually approved of in the Book and the 
Sunnah... 


;br jt-d ApIj I jsJ >jj j»-4-p aJJI j j*-jI 3^jJlj j ^t^i-il jj-f jjJj'ifl 0jijLlJlj 

jjjjJl i^AJo Lcl y>cA 


48 Surat al-Hujurat, 13 

49 Surat al-Anbiya', 92 

50 Collected by 'Abdur-Razzaq (#18,041), AI-HumaydT (#1,275), Ahmad (#14,686), AI-BukharT (#4,907), Muslim 
(#6,675), At-TirmithT (#3,315), An-Nasa'T (#8,812) and Abu Ya'la (#1,824) 
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And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajirm and the Ansar and also those who followed 
them exactly (in Faith). Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with Him. He 
has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever. That is the 
supreme success . 51 


pj (jjjji jis -l*- 1 ^ ojjjJJl Ij ^1^<JI j 4jbl .AJaJ 


Allah has forgiven the Prophet, the Muhajirm and the Ansar; those who followed him in the 
time of distress, after the hearts of a party of them had nearly deviated, but He accepted their 
repentance. Certainly, He is unto them full of Kindness, Most Merciful . 52 


...when they divided the Muslims and gave more undue rights to some than to others, the 
Prophet, pL>j SSii Jb>, forbade this. 


❖ What are ties based upon in the Hereafter? 


And in the Hereafter, where everything is judged, and reality sets in, we see which ties in the 
Dunya were beneficial and which were not. Allah, Jtfi, said: 


jt-g-i QjdaAi j 


1 jtjj 


j* 






When those who were followed, declare themselves free from those who followed (them), and 
they see the torment, then all their relations will be cut off from them . 53 


And He said: 


*^l J-Xp -XjUjJ 

The closest friends on that Day will be foes one to another except Al-Muttaqm . 54 



And Allah, Jus, knows best, and may the Blessings and Peace of Allah be upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, his Companions and all of those who follow them on the correct path 
until the Day of Resurrection. 


Abu Jalut Haytham Al Sayfaddin 


51 Surat at-Tawbah, 100 

52 Surat at-Tawbah, 117 

53 Surat al-Baqarah, 166 

54 Surat az-Zukhruf, 67 
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